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Happy February to a l l  our  Muriel  Steele Society members !

We hope the new year has t reated you wel l  so far .  Below you ’ l l  f ind
updates ,  celebrat ions ,  and highl ights of  MSS members across special t ies !
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New Spotl ight :  Dr .  Patr ic ia Loftus ,  MD

Dr. Patricia Loftus was recently interviewed by medical
student Maria Lee about her surgical journey, advice for
other female surgeons, and her inspirations. Dr. Loftus

is an Associate Professor in the Department of
Otolaryngology-- Head and Neck Surgery at UCSF.

She completed a fellowship in Rhinology and
Endoscopic Skull Base surgery at Emory University

Hospital. Below is an excerpt from her spotlight that is
now live on the MSS website!

AVAILABLE NOW
!



ht tps : / /mur ie ls tee lesoc iety .ucsf .eduInstagram :  @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF

MONTHLY NEWSLETTERFEBRUARY |  2024 |  EVENTS &  UPDATES  

Each year, Black History Month has a specific theme that highlights different aspects of African
American history and culture. For 2024, the theme is "African Americans and the Arts" spanning the

many impacts Black Americans have had on visual arts, music, cultural movements, and more.

To celebrate this month, consider attending the Museum of the African Diaspora in SOMA! They
have free admission to all exhibitions on the second Saturday of every month. And check out the

flyer below for different Black owned businesses to support around the Bay this month!

February is  Black History Month !



Mark your Calendars ! ! !

MSS and the Surgery Interest  Group

Mark your Calendars ! ! !

UC Wide Health Sciences Leadership

Development Conference :
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Event details:
Date: Sunday. 2/25/24

Time: 11 am - 1pm (lunch provided)
Location: Mission Bav

Attire: Blue UCSF scrubs
This symposium is hosted by residents and senior medical

students and serves as an orientation to the operating
room, an opportunity to get hands-on practice in surgical
skills such as gowning and gloving. It is also a chance to

meet and learn from female surgical mentors!

If you are an MS1 interested in attending, please scan
the QR code on the right to register!

And if you are an M3/M4 or resident interested in
teaching please email Alyssa.Murillo@ucsf.edu

and Caroline.Stephens@ucsf.edu!

Spr ing 2024 Surgical  Ski l ls  WorkshopSpr ing 2024 Surgical  Ski l ls  Workshop

The inaugural UC Health Sciences Leadership
Development Conference will be held in Oakland to bring
together the UC Health community to share best practices,
connect UC and national leaders, and discuss strategies to

help drive change and innovation.

The event will consist of thematic and TED-type talks,
breakout  sessions, panel discussions, and workshops.

For more information, the conference agenda, and to
register, please scan the QR code to the left! 

' Innovat ing the Future :  Women' Innovat ing the Future :  Women

Leaders  as  Catalysts  for  Change ’Leaders  as  Catalysts  for  Change ’

Event details:
Date: Friday, 3/1/24
Time: 8am - 5pm

Location: UCOP in Oakland



Mark your Calendars ! ! !

MSS Wellness Committee and Pancea :

ASRM Conference Recap
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This webinar is hosted by the MSS Wellness Committee in
collaboration with Pancea, a woman majority health tech

group that is working to reimagine relief for chronic pain by
providing on the go guidance and care.

What better way to kick off the new year than through this  
workshop that will touch on how to introduce practical self-

care tips into your daily routine and how to spot early signs of
burnout and reverse/manage its impact.

This session will be led by Dr. Sundas Pasha Fick, a licensed
Clinical Psychologist. Check your emails for a flyer and scan

the QR code on the right for the Zoom Link!

Managing Stress  and Burnout  WebinarManaging Stress  and Burnout  Webinar

Event details:
Date: Wednesday. 2/21/24

Time: 6:30-7:30pm
Location: Zoom

In January, MSS members in the Division of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery attended the American Society for
Reconstructive Microsurgery Conference in the Bahamas! 

Congratulations to all our
colleagues who presented

posters, moderated
discussions, and had

podium presentations! 

Ins tagram :  @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF
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Highl ight of  Achievement

Highl ight of  Achievement

Congratulations to MSS member, Dr. Marissa
Boeck, for being awarded the 2023 Early

Career Global Health Scientist Award by the
UCSF Institute of Global Health Sciences!

Dr. Boeck is a trauma and critical care surgeon
with research interests in understanding the
underlying causes of gun violence and what
social factors make it more common in some
San Francisco neighborhoods than in others.

Congratulations to MSS member, Dr. Emily
Finlayson, and our colleague Dr. Wen Shen for
being appointed the UCSF Fishbon Endowed

Chairs in Ambulatory Surgery I and II!

Dr. Finlayson is a colorectal surgeon with
expertise in the treatment of colon and rectal
cancer, ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease.

Dr. Shen is an endocrine surgeon who
specializes in surgery of the thyroid,

parathyroid and adrenal glands.



Highlighting Research Excellence: MSS Members at

the 19th Academic Surgical Congress in DC!
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Many of  our  MSS members  wi l l  be showcas ing the i r  remarkable  research at  the

upcoming 19th  Annual  Academic  Surg ica l  Congress  in  Washington ,  DC ,  f rom

February  6 -9 .  You can f ind a l l  o f  UCSF ’s  accepted works  below .  Fo l low a long

on our  ins tagram to  see when and where everyone wi l l  be present ing !
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For more information about the Muriel Steele Society, please visit our website or follow us on Twitter. 

Have an opportunity or event that you’d like to share with the MSS membership? Email us at

themurielsteelesociety@ucsf.edu.

I f  you have anything you would l ike to feature (art ic les ,  advice ,  work

photos /achievements ,  fami ly /personal  photos /achievements ,  etc )  in  th is  new sect ion

of  our newsletters ,  p lease send an emai l  to themurielsteelesociety@ucsf .edu .  

Thanks for  reading !

MSS Communicat ions Committee :

Resident  Leads :  A lex is  Col ley ,  Fernanda Romero -Hernandez

Medica l  Student  Lead :  A i leen Gozal i

Newslet ter :  Reta  Behnam ,  A l l i son Chang

Socia l  Media :  Rachel  Huynh ,  N ikk i  Mahendru ,  Reta  Behnam

Instagram :  @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF

https://murielsteelesociety.ucsf.edu/
https://twitter.com/ucsfmss?lang=en

