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This  ho l iday season ,  we want  to

recognize a l l  o f  our  incredib le

res idents  and facu l ty  work ing over  the

hol idays .  You have shown up wi th

dedicat ion and compass ion ,  making a

di f ference in  count less  l ives .  En joy

some photos  f rom our  ho l iday t rauma

and t ransplant  teams !

Happy New Year f rom the Muriel Steele Society ! 
This issue highl ights recent events , awards , and research that ref lect the 

strength , mentorship , and impact of our members ! 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER JANUARY | 2026 | HIGHLIGHTS 

HIGHLIGHTS

An insp i r ing read :

Laura  López Gonzá lez  h igh l ights  the

work of  Dr .  Amy Fiedler  and her  team

in leading the wor ld ’s  f i rs t  a l l - female

hear t  t ransplant  in  2023 ,  a  mi lestone

that  has  resonated widely  and

inspi red surgeons across  the country .

The s tory  underscores  ongoing

ef for ts  to  promote gender  equi ty ,

mentorsh ip ,  and innovat ion in

surg ica l  care  at  UCSF .

Read i t 

here ! 
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NATIONAL RECOGNITION 

ESPN recent ly  re leased a  shor t  v ideo

recount ing the shoot ing of  49ers  wide

receiver  R icky  Pearsa l l ,  h igh l ight ing

SGT Joel le  Harre l l  o f  the SFPD and

Dr .  Lucy Kornbl i th ,  UCSF Assoc iate

Professor  of  Surgery ,  Trauma and

Cr i t ica l  Care Surgeon ,  and Co -Chai r  o f

the Mur ie l  S tee le  Soc iety .

Scan the QR code for  an ins ide look

at  th is  insp i r ing s tory .

UCSF Heal th  earned the ACS NSQIP

Meri tor ious Award for  Outcomes f rom the

American Col lege of  Surgeons Nat ional

Surgical  Qual i ty  Improvement  Program ,

recogniz ing outs tanding surg ica l  pat ient

care and except iona l  outcomes .  Th is

prest ig ious award p laces UCSF among a

select  group of  hospi ta ls  nat ionwide

acknowledged for  excel lence ,  especia l ly  in

h igh - r isk  cases .  I t  re f lects  the dedicat ion of

our  surg ica l  teams to  qual i ty ,  sa fety ,  and

col laborat ion .  ACS Art ic le UCSF Art ic le 
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BREAST SURGERY SPOTLIGHT 

We are proud to spot l ight recent recogni t ions that underscore the 
innovat ion , mentorship , and dedicat ion of our Breast Surgery facul ty . 

Dr .  Chery l  Ewing has received the 

UCSF PISCES Teaching Award ,  honor ing 

her  excel lence in  c l in ica l  teaching and

mentorsh ip .  S tudents  pra ised her  for

outs tanding inst ruct ion in  breast  cancer  care

and essent ia l  surg ica l  sk i l l s ,  as  wel l  as  her

deep commitment  to  suppor t ing learners ’

growth and career  development .  Th is  wel l -

deserved recogni t ion ref lects  her  dedicat ion

to educat ing the next  generat ion of

phys ic ians .

Dr .  R i ta  Mukhtar  and Dr .  E l isabeth Abeles

have been awarded a  $50 ,000 Research

Development  Grant  through the UCSF

Breast  Oncology Program for  the i r  p i lo t

s tudy eva luat ing FAP PET imaging to  t rack

disease progress ion in  metastat ic  invas ive

lobular  carc inoma .  Thei r  work  is  par t  o f  the

mul t icenter  PLUMB study and has the

potent ia l  to  improve d iagnost ic  accuracy

and pat ient  care  for  a  cha l lenging breast

cancer  subtype .  

ht tps : / /murie ls teelesociety .ucsf .edu Instagram : @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF 

https://murielsteelesociety.ucsf.edu


    

    

        

   

  

MSS hosted a  Gowning and

Glov ing event  to  in t roduce f i rs t -

year  s tudents  to  the operat ing

room and help  second -year

students  bu i ld  conf idence as  they

prepare for  the i r  surgery  rotat ions .

Par t ic ipants  a lso had the chance to

at tend a  Q&A wi th  Genera l  Surgery

and OBGYN res idents .

MSS x SIG Mixer 

MSS Gowning and Gloving 

The Surgery  In terest  Group and

Mur ie l  S tee le  Soc iety  hosted a

jo int  mixer  event  where

students ,  res idents ,  and facu l ty

par t ic ipated in  rotat ing meet -

and -greet  sess ions ,  fos ter ing

personal  connect ions  and

mentorsh ip .  The event  had an

amazing turnout ,  w i th  a  packed

room and l ive ly ,  meaningfu l

conversat ions  throughout  the

evening .
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AWS Membership Resources 

To all faculty, residents, and trainees—don’t miss out on the invaluable resources available through
membership in the Association of Women Surgeons (AWS)! If you have any questions or need assistance in 

utilizing your benefits, feel free to reach out to the MSS Communications Committee. 

Upcoming Opportunit ies : 

Jan 5th 5-6 PM PST: Publications Committee 
Meeting
Jan 7th 3-4PM PST: AWS conference Planning
Committee Meeting
Jan 7th 4-6PM PST: AWS Executive Comittee 
Meeting
Jan 8th 5-6PM PST: Clinical Practice Committee 
Meeting
Jan 14th 4-6PM PST: AWS Council Meeting 
Jan 14th 5-6PM PST: Surgical Mentoring Program: 
Surgical Careers in Surgical Education, Rural, 
Community, Private, Military, and other practices 
Jan 18th 9-10AM PST: AWS Medical Stuident 
Monthly Meeting
Jan 20th 4-5 PM PST: Better Mentor, Bigger 
Impact! AWS Surgical Cross Mentoring Program 
Jan 22nd 4:30-6:30OM PST: Coaching Program 
Session #2 
Jan 29th 5-6PM PST: outreach Committee 
Meeting: Liason Coordination 
See the AWS event list for additional informaiton! 

AWS 
Benefits 

AWS Membership : 

Faculty: AWS colleagues invite you to

join them as a member of the

Association of Women Surgeons. 

Residents: All UCSF residents in the 

Department of Surgery are

institutional members of AWS through

UCSF—we encourage you to fully

leverage the diverse range of

benefits AWS membership offers. 

Medical Students: Medical students 

are encouraged to join AWS for a fee

of ô25—becoming a member will

provide multiple networking

opportunities for students at the AWS

conference taking place in SF later

this year! 

Networking
Opportunities: 

Connect with a global

community of surgeons, 
fostering collaboration

and mentorship. 

Educational 
Resources: 

Gain access to exclusive 

webinars, workshops, and 

publications to stay

informed on the latest 

advancements. 

Mentorship
Programs: 

Benefit from mentorship

opportunities that can

provide guidance and

support at every stage of 

your career. 

Career 
Development: 

Access resources aimed 

at enhancing your

professional skills and

advancing your career in 

surgery. 
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Thanks for  reading!

MSS Communicat ions Committee:
Resident Leads: Alex is Col ley ,  Fernanda Romero-Hernandez

Medical  Student Lead: Al l ison Chang
Newsletter :  Grace Kloss ,  Faaizah Arshad
Social  Media:  Alex Lopes,  Rachel  Huynh
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I f you have anything you would l ike to feature (art ic les , advice , work 
photos /achievements , fami ly /personal photos /achievements , etc ) in this new sect ion 

of our newsletters , please send an emai l to themurielsteelesociety@ucsf .edu . 

The Muriel Steele Society is an inclusive community dedicated to inspiring, supporting, and 

promoting surgeons so they can thrive at all stages of their careers. We will be hosting 

events throughout the year to foster a strong community of allies and to achieve the goal of 

continued excellence at UCSF. Our overarching goal is to advocate for a culture of 

belonging that is focused on expanding the advancement of all surgeons. All are welcome. 

For more information about the Muriel Steele Society, please visit our website. 
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