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Congratulations to Dr. Esther Kim from Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery for being named a recipient of
the Excellence in Teaching for Clinical Faculty Award
by the UCSF School of Medicine Class of 2026. This

award recognizes her for recognized for her impactful
teaching, mentorship, and presence.

Congratulations to Dr. Jeannie Bailey, PhD; Dr.
Michael Davies, MD; and Dr. Brian Feeley, MD, all

from the UCSF Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery, who won mentorship awards on May 7,
2026 presented at the UCSF School of Medicine

Inquiry Symposium.

Highl ights of  Achievement
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Congratulations and Welcome to Dr. Yoshi Toyoda, who will join UCSF
Surgery as Assistant Professor of Surgery and Hand and Microvascular

Surgeon at Parnassus.

Congratulations to Dr. Patricia O’Sullivan for being awarded the 2026-
2028 UCSF Edward A. Dickson Emeritus Professorship Award in
support of her project, Enhancing Surgeons’ Operative Teaching: A

Longitudinal Cohort Program.
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Highl ights of  Achievement :

Rachel Koch, MD

Congratulations to Dr. Rachel Koch, Assistant Professor of Surgery and
Acute Care Surgeon in the Division of General Surgery, for receiving the

Mentored Scientist Award in Global Health for her work focused on
strengthening surgical care capacity across East Africa. 

Congratulations to Dr. Sandy Feng, transplant surgeon and Department
of Surgery Vice Chair of Research, for receiving the Flance-Karl Award

at ASA’s 146th Annual Meeting in Seattle recognizing her impactful
research that has shaped transplantation.

Sa
ndy Feng, MD, PhD

Congratulations to Dr. Iris Liu, who is a UCSF Integrated
Vascular Surgery resident, and Dr. Dina Levy-Lambert, who
is a Resident Research Fellow in General Surgery at UCSF,

for earning Poster Competition awards at Vascular
Research Initiatives Conference 2026.

Congratulations to Dr. Scott Hansen and Dr. Esther Kim
on receiving Plastic Surgery Foundation Combined

Pilot Research Grants! Dr. Hansen’s awarded project is,
“AI Ultrasound Mapping for Tissue-Sparing Hidradenitis

Suppurativa Surgery,” and Dr. Kim’s project is,
“Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) for Plastic

Surgery: A National Pilot.”
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Congratulations and Welcome to Dr. Ivy Huang, who will join UCSF
Surgery this September as Assistant Professor of Surgery and Colon

and Rectal Surgeon, with practice at Parnassus and Mission Bay.

Ivy Huang, MD
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Congratulations to Dr. Nicole Jiam who was keynote
speaker at the 2026 Haynes Innovation Symposium

at Vanderbilt University, highlighting the future of
otolaryngology innovation.

Congratulations to Alyssa Civantos, Maimuna Ahmad,
Taylor Erickson, and Nikhil Arora from UCSF Department of
Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery for presenting their
work at Bay Area Resident Research Symposium (BARRS)

hosted by Kaiser. Nikhil Arora, MD (UCSF) and Taylor S.
Erickson, MD (UCSF) won BARRS awards. 

Highl ights of  Achievement
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Nicole  J iam,  MD

In recognition of May being Trauma Awareness Month, members of UCSF  joined community
partners and Trauma Care SF to raise awareness and support for survivors.

Trauma Awareness Month

Recent Event :



MSS Honor Rol l  L ist
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Michelle Van Kuiken

Jessica Santos-Parker

Megan Durr

Ginny Butchy

Traci Ito

Esther Kim

Nicole Jiam

Marissa Boeck

“She a lso suppor ts  and promotes s t rong women

on the teams that  she works  wi th .”

“She cons is tent ly  creates  an env i ronment  where

learners  fee l  suppor ted and empowered to  grow.”

“Dr.  Santos -Parker  exempl i f ies  se l f lessness ,

leadersh ip ,  and a  deep pass ion for  l i f t ing and

promot ing others .”

“At  a  loca l  leve l  she is  outspoken in  her

support  o f  female  t ra inees and prov ides

mentorsh ip  and shares  her  own exper iences as

a woman in  surgery.”

“Dr.  I to  is  a  t i re less  mentor  and advocate for  the

next  generat ion of  surg ica l  leaders .”

“Her mentorsh ip  re f lects  a  rare  combinat ion of

r igor,  empathy,  and advocacy,  leav ing a  las t ing

impact  on those she mentors .”

“She a lso makes a  point  to  get  to  know her

mentees personal ly  to  s t rengthen those

re la t ionships .”

“She is  t i re less ly  suppor t ive  of  her  pat ients

and of  improv ing care for  ALL pat ients .”

Lara Senekjian

“She is  present ,  pos i t ive  and can turn  a  b leak

s i tuat ion in to  a  p lace to  learn  and grow and

even to  laugh .”

Congrats to the following individuals for being nominated by colleagues for the MSS Honor Roll. Names

and a quotation from the nominator are below. Some individuals were nominated more than once:
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Isaac Solomon

Patrick Barba

Kristina Rosbe

Caroline Schlocker

Alexandra Bourdillon

Grace Lee

Lauren Tucker

Esther Kim

 “ In  s imple  day - to -day in teract ions ,  Dr.  Sch locker

is  in tent iona l  about  creat ing an inc lus ive and

encouraging educat iona l  env i ronment .”

“What  d is t inguishes Dr.  Rosbe is  her  ab i l i ty  to

both suppor t  ind iv idua ls  and bui ld  systems that

enable  women to  succeed at  sca le .”

“His  dedicat ion to  educat ion extends beyond

cl in ica l  knowledge ;  he is  deeply  in tent iona l

about  up l i f t ing h is  learners .”

“He fosters  conf idence ,  encourages cur ios i ty,

and creates  a  space where learners  fee l

comfor tab le  ask ing quest ions  and growing .”

“She models  how to  nav igate  cha l lenges wi th

profess ional ism and in tegr i ty,  whi le  a lso upl i f t ing

those around her.”

“She has the r ight  ba lance of  k indness ,  and

tak ing the in i t ia t ive  to  make th ings happen .”

“She is  a  proact ive  and h igh ly  e f fect ive  advocate

for  medica l  s tudents ,  cons is tent ly  creat ing

access ,  s t ructure ,  and mentorsh ip  where i t  i s

needed most .”

“What  d is t inguishes Dr.  K im most  is  her  genuine

investment  in  her  mentees as  ind iv idua ls .”

Emily Hacker
“Mysel f  and severa l  o ther  jun ior  res idents  know

that  she is  a  go - to  person for  gu idance .”

Anna Fishbein

“ I  found her  pos i t ive  at t i tude and commitment  to

the h ighest  qua l i ty  pat ient  care  contagious and a

joy  to  work  wi th .”
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Tasce Bongiovanni

Manami Diaz-Tsuzuki

Amanda Sammann

Marissa Boeck

Kristina Rosbe

Kristina Rosbe

Jolie Chang

“Having an example of  someone who is  an

incredib le  surgeon . . .  AND has a  pos i t ive  and

joyfu l  a t t i tude is  jus t  so  insp i ra t iona l .”

“She is  pos i t ive ,  warm ,  welcoming ,  and open

minded .”

“She has set  an example that  you can be k ind ,

creat ive and warm ,  care  deeply  about  your

pat ients ,  and love your  fami ly  and your  ch i ldren ,

without  sacr i f ic ing one ounce of  excel lence .”

“She is  leav ing a  t ra i l  o f  people  insp i red and

inv igorated to  do what  she does .”

“She demonst rates  genuine investment  in

res ident  development  both  ins ide and outs ide the

operat ing room .”

“Dr.  Rosbe has been except iona l ly  generous in  shar ing

career  resources ,  inc lud ing mater ia ls  f rom her

personal  l ibrary,  and in  of fer ing pract ica l  gu idance

grounded in  her  own exper ience as  a  leader.”

“She is  a  natura l  ro le  model  whose door  is

a lways open —  whether  to  of fer  gu idance ,

prov ide perspect ive ,  or  s imply  serve as  a

sounding board .”

Megan Durr
“She br ings people  together  wi th  a  natura l  ease

that  e levates  the work  of  everyone around her.”

Jane Wang

Caroline Stephens
“Dr.  Stephens has  done an incredib le  job as  an

admin is t ra t ive  ch ief  res ident  th is  year ! ”

“Dr.  Wang has done an incredib le  job as

admin is t ra t ive  ch ief  res ident  th is  year ! ”
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Sophia Hernandez

Carissa Chu

Jessica Santos-Parker

Karen Trang

Dominique Tucker

Esther Kim

Patricia Loftus

Doris Wang

“She cons is tent ly  ant ic ipates  cha l lenges ,

communicates  c lear ly,  and advocates

thought fu l ly  for  our  peers .”

“Dr.  Jess ica  Santos -Parker  he lped change and

improve our  th i rd  year  medica l  s tudents  c lerksh ip

or ientat ion by leading dedicated suture  sk i l l s  lab

at  the Surg ica l  Sk i l l s  Center.”

“Dr.  Chu is  so insp i r ing in  her  impress ive fund

of  knowledge ,  humi l i ty,  immense care for

pat ients .”

“She is  a lso so invo lved in  medica l  educat ion and

gave such a  he lpfu l  Per ioperat ive  Care ta lk .”

“Dr.  Tucker  has  been an excel lent  ro le  model ,

both in  the OR and in  c l in ic ,  and a lso has  a  spot -

on sense of  humor.”

“Dr.  K im ’s  leadersh ip  is  most  ev ident  in  the way

she bui lds  s t ructured oppor tun i t ies  for  s tudents

and res idents  to  succeed .”

“She is  one of  the most  approachable  people  on

staf f,  and res idents  fee l  comfor tab le  going to  her

wi th  anyth ing .”

“She prov ided a  rare  combinat ion of  technica l

exper t ise  and suf f ic ient  “hands of fedness”  to  le t

me f igure out  problems and t roubleshoot  on my

own .”

Tasce Bongiovanni

“She is  shaping the next  generat ion of

surgeons and leaders  by  foster ing conf idence ,

belonging ,  and a  s t rong sense of  miss ion .”

Megan Durr

“She supports  t ra inees and facu l ty  a t  a l l  leve ls ,

promotes co l laborat ion wi th  other  depar tments ,  and

takes the t ime as  a  leader  to  ce lebrate  her  team .”
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Wenjia Zhang
“She act ive ly  teaches in  the OR and e levates

each learner  to  the h ighest  leve l ! ”

Schyler Edwards
“She cares  deeply  for  her  pat ients  and she is

an excel lent  surgeon .”

Congratulations to all the honorees!
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Faculty Sanjeev Sabharwal, MD, MPH, pediatric
orthopedic surgeon at UCSF Benioff Children’s

Hospitals, will be moderating this no-cost webinar
on June 13, 2026 that will examine global

approaches to the diagnosis and management of
osteomyelitis in children and young adults.

Register at the QR code: 

Pediatr ic  Limb Differences Webinar
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AWS Membership Resources
To all faculty, residents, and trainees—don’t miss out on the invaluable resources available through membership in the

Association of Women Surgeons (AWS)! If you have any questions or need assistance in utilizing your benefits, feel free

to reach out to the MSS Communications Committee.

AWS
Benefits

Networking
Opportunities:

Connect with a global

community of  surgeons,
fostering collaboration

and mentorship.

Educational 
Resources:

Gain access to exclusive

webinars, workshops, and

publications to stay

informed on the latest

advancements.

Mentorship 
Programs:

Benefit from mentorship

opportunities that can

provide guidance and

support at every stage of

your career.

Career 
Development: 

Access resources aimed

at enhancing your

professional skills and

advancing your career in

surgery.
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Residents: All UCSF residents in the

Department of Surgery are institutional

members of AWS through UCSF—we

encourage you to fully leverage the

diverse range of benefits AWS

membership offers.

Medical Students: Medical students are

encouraged to join AWS for a fee of $25

—becoming a member will provide

multiple networking opportunities for

students at the AWS conference taking

place in SF later this year!

AWS Membership :

Faculty: AWS colleagues invite you to

join them as a member of the

Association of Women Surgeons.

June 4th 4pm ET: AWS Publications
Committee Webinar: Global Perceptions of
Women in Surgery
June 11th 8pm ET: AWS SCALPELS: Move
For Success
June 18th 8pm ET: AWS SCALPELS:
Nutrition for Success
June 25th 8pm ET: AWS SCALPELS:
Surgeons Taking Care of Themselves Panel
See the AWS calendar for dates and times of
various committee meetings (publications,
executive, outreach, conference planning,
clinical practice, etc.)

Upcoming Opportuni t ies :

Upcoming Event :



The Muriel Steele Society is an inclusive community dedicated to inspiring,

supporting, and promoting surgeons so they can thrive at all stages of their

careers. We will be hosting events throughout the year to foster a strong

community of allies and to achieve the goal of continued excellence at UCSF. Our

overarching goal is to advocate for a culture of belonging that is focused on

expanding the advancement of all surgeons. All are welcome. 

For more information about the Muriel Steele Society, please visit our website.

Have an opportunity or event that you’d like to share with the MSS

membership? Email us at themurielsteelesociety@ucsf.edu.

Want to become more involved with the Muriel Steele Society? Email us at

themurielsteelesociety@ucsf.edu.
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I f  you have anything you would l ike to feature (art ic les ,  advice ,  work

photos /achievements ,  fami ly /personal  photos /achievements ,  etc )  in  th is  new

sect ion of  our newsletters ,  p lease send an emai l  to

themurielsteelesociety@ucsf .edu .  

Ins tagram :  @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF

Thanks for  reading !

MSS Communicat ions  Commit tee :

Resident  Leads :  A lex is  Col ley,  Fernanda Romero -Hernandez

Medica l  Student  Lead :  A l ison Chang

Newslet ter :  Grace K loss ,  Faa izah Arshad

Socia l  Media :  A lex  Lopes ,  Rachel  Huynh

https://murielsteelesociety.ucsf.edu/
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