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Happy March !

We hope the month is  of f  to a wonderful ,  and lucky ,  s tart !  Below ,  you ’ l l  f ind
the latest  updates ,  celebrat ions ,  and highl ights .
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Celebrate  In ternat iona l  Women ’s  Day wi th  a  week of

empower ing ,  engaging ,  and in format ive events ,  open to

people  of  a l l  genders .  

The program runs f rom March 4 - 1 1 .  Featured events  inc lude

a communi ty  Human Mi lk  Dr ive in  par tnersh ip  wi th  Mothers '

Milk  Bank Cal i forn ia ,  a  v i r tua l  pe lv ic  heal th  webinar  focused

on per imenopause and menopause ,  and a  sess ion on legal  and

f inanc ia l  p lanning for  car ing for  ag ing parents .  Addi t iona l

of fer ings inc lude profess ional  headshots ,  v i r tua l  Drag B ingo ,

and more .

t h t h

For  the fu l l  schedule  and event  deta i ls ,  v is i t  the UCSF

Internat iona l  Women ’s  Day websi te  (scan the QR code ) .



Join  us  in  ce lebrat ing Clara  Gomez -Sanchez ,  MD ,

Ass is tant  Professor  in  the School  o f  Medic ine ,  on being

named a  2025–2026 Cl in ica l  Excel lence Award rec ip ient

by the UCSF Academic  Senate .

“Dr.  Gomez -Sanchez exempl i f ies  c l in ica l  excel lence .  Her

technica l  sk i l l ,  mul t id isc ip l inary  leadersh ip ,  dedicat ion

to pat ient -centered care ,  and innovat ive teaching

dis t inguish her  as  one of  the most  accompl ished jun ior

facu l ty  members  at  UCSF.”  -  Michael  S .  Conte ,  MD

Congratu la t ions  on th is  wel l -deserved recogni t ion !
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Residents  Chels ie  Anderson ,  MD ,  MS ,  and Mar ia  Cast ro ,

MD ,  have been se lected for  the 2026–2027 Surg ica l

Educat ion Research Fe l lowship  through the Assoc iat ion

for  Surg ica l  Educat ion as  representat ives  of  UCSF

Genera l  Surgery  Res idency Program .

This  prest ig ious fe l lowship  suppor ts  emerging surgeon -

educators  who are  dedicated to  advanc ing innovat ion ,

scholarsh ip ,  and excel lence in  surg ica l  educat ion .

Congratu la t ions ,  Dr .  Anderson and Dr .  Cast ro !  The

future  of  surg ica l  educat ion wi l l  undoubtedly  be

st rengthened by your  leadersh ip  and commitment .

M

aria Castro, MD

C
he

lsi

e Anderson, MD, M
S

Medica l  Student  Natasha Gonzales  of f ic ia l ly  received

her  2026 AAS Senior  Medica l  Student  Travel  Award

dur ing the AAS /SUS Research awards ceremony .

Supported by Dr .  Tasce Bongiovanni ,  th is  award

recognizes  Natasha as  par t  o f  the next  generat ion of

academic  surgeons .  

Highl ights of  Achievement :



Congratulations to our residents and faculty who received the Exceptional Physicians

Award. This award is given annually to select UCSF physicians who provide outstanding

patient care, contributing to UCSF Health’s mission and exemplify UCSF PRIDE values. 

 Join us on March 30 , Doctors’ Day, for the presentation of the awards! th

Exceptional  Physicians Award

Chief Resident ,

Department of

Otolaryngology -  Head and

Neck Surgery

 Resident ,

Department of

Orthopedic Surgery

Clinical Associate Professor,  Department of Otolaryngology -  Head

and Neck Surgery,  Associate Chief,  Division of Pediatric

Otolaryngology,  Medical Director,  Pediatric  Otolaryngology,  Benioff

Children 's Hospital Oakland

Assistant Professor

of Surgery,  Division

of Vascular and

Endovascular Surgery

Professor of Surgery,

Division of Pediatric

Surgery,  Department of

Surgery ,  Director,  UCSF

Center for Health Equity in

Surgery and Anesthesia

(CHESA )

Chief Resident ,

Department of General

Surgery

Interim Executive Medical Director &  Ambulatory Executive Medical

Director for Women 's Health ,  Associate Professor,  Division of

Maternal-Fetal Medicine ,  Department of Obstetrics ,                 

Gynecology,  &  Reproductive Services .                

D
or

uk
 O

zgediz,  MD, MSc, FAC
S 
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Karen Trang, MD 
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nna Irani,  MD, PhD
 



From February  4 -8 ,  t ra inees and facu l ty

par t ic ipated in  presentat ions  and scholar ly  d ia log at

the Pac i f ic  Coast  Surg ica l  Assoc iat ion meet ing in

Kapole i ,  Hawai i .  Tra inee presenters  inc luded Micheal

Ou ,  MD ,  Hannah Chay,  Rachel  Huynh ,  Saf fanat  Sumra ,

And La leh Foroutan i .

t h t h

Facul ty  a lso served as  d iscussants  and presenters

throughout  the meet ing ,  inc lud ing Jonathan Car ter,

MD ,  Tasce Bongiovanni ,  MD ,  MPP,  Mat thew L in ,  MD ,

Lucas Thornblade ,  MD ,  MPH ,  Car ter  Lebares ,  MD ,  and

Sunghoon K im ,  MD help ing guide and e levate

nat iona l  conversat ions  in  academic  surgery.  

The UCSF Depar tment  of  Surgery

headed to  Centra l  F lor ida on

February  3  for  the 21  Annual

Academic  Surg ica l  Congress .  We

are proud of  a l l  o f  our  postdoctora l

fe l lows and s tudents  who

represented UCSF on a  nat iona l

s tage !

r d s t
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Conference Recap

UCSF medical student Hannah Chay
received Best Brief Podium

Presentation!

Pacif ic  Coast Surgical

Associat ion Annual  Meeting 

Academic Surgical  Congress



Congratu la t ions  to  our  UCSF pat ient ,  and

our  card iac  surgery  team ,  lead by Amy

Fiedler,  MD ,  for  complet ing the f i rs t  UCSF

hear t  t ransplant  a f ter  hav ing a  tota l

ar t i f ic ia l  hear t  (TAH ) .  We are  proud to  be

the only  program in  Nor thern Cal i forn ia

us ing a  fu l ly  mechanica l  hear t ,  and we

have had the honor  of  implant ing th is  l i fe

sav ing dev ice in  four  pat ients  so far.  Th is

dev ice supports  card iac  funct ion on both

s ides of  the hear t  whi le  hear t  fa i lure

pat ients  wai t  for  t ransplant ,  represent ing

a huge advancement  in  the wor ld  of  hear t

t ransplant .  

Congratu la t ions  to  B ianca Bromberger,  MD ,  who has

been named as  the Co -di rector  o f  CT Surgery  ICU

for  UCSF heal th .

Her background in  cr i t ica l  care ,  ECMO ,  and

t ransplant  surgery  re f lects  a  career  bu i l t  a round

car ing for  the most  medica l ly  complex pat ients .  She

could  not  be more su i ted for  th is  ro le ,  and we look

forward to  watch ing as  she helps  shape the fu ture

of  card iac  surg ica l  care  at  UCSF.
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This  month in  Cardiac  Surgery



MONTHLY NEWSLETTERMARCH |  2026 |   THORACIC SURGERY

ht tps : / /mur ie ls tee lesoc iety .ucsf .eduInstagram :  @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF

Congratu la t ions  to  Johannes R .  Kratz ,  MD ,  Medica l

Di rector  o f  Robot ic  Surgery  and Di rector  o f  Min imal ly

Invas ive &  Robot ic  Thorac ic  Surgery,  on being named

the inaugura l  Chief  o f  the Div is ion of  Thorac ic  Surgery

at  UCSF.

A dis t inguished surgeon -sc ient is t ,  educator,  and leader

in  robot ic  innovat ion and complex thorac ic  oncologic

care ,  Dr.  Kratz  has  p layed an inst rumenta l  ro le  in

shaping the Div is ion of  Thorac ic  Surgery  f rom i ts

ear l ies t  days .  H is  appointment  marks  an exc i t ing new

chapter  and sets  a  bold  d i rect ion for  the fu ture  of  UCSF

Thorac ic  Surgery.

Congratu la t ions  to  Marko Boskovsk i ,  MD ,  MPH ,  on

his  appointment  as  Assoc iate  Program Di rector  o f

the UCSF Thorac ic  Surgery  Res idency Program .

As Di rector  o f  Ross  and Aor t ic  Va lve–Preserv ing

Surgery,  Dr.  Boskovsk i  br ings exper t ise  in  complex

va lve care and a  s t rong commitment  to  surg ica l

educat ion .  We look forward to  h is  leadersh ip  and the

meaningfu l  impact  he wi l l  have in  shaping the

t ra in ing and development  of  our  thorac ic  surgery

res idents .

This  month in  Thoracic  Surgery
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MSS and UCSF Department  of  Surgery  Celebrated

#NationalWomenPhysic iansDay last  month !
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March 3rd, 8PM EST- Medical Student Winter
Journal Club 
March 3rd, 8PM EST- Shinning Star Leadership
Coaching Summary Session 
March 4th, 7PM EST- Skills Acquisition at different
stages of training
March 11 ,  8PM EST- Surgical Mentoring Program:
How to pursue research in medical school and as a
surgeon scientist Conference Planning Committee

th

March 12 , 7PM EST- AWS Industry Talk - Legal
Considerations with Eliza Andonova

th

March 15 ,  12PM EST- AWS Monthly Medical
Student Meeting

th

March 17 ,  7PM EST- Better Mentor, Bigger Impact!
AWS Surgical Cross Mentoring Program

th

March 21 , 9AM EST-  Medical Student: Midwest
Great Plains Regional Conference: Instruments of
Change: Women Defining Surgical Excellence

st

March 24 , 8PM EST- Cutting Edge Conversation
with Women in Thoracic Surgery

th

March 25  - 28  SAGES 2026 Annual Meetingth th

See the AWS Events list for additional opportunities: 

AWS Membership Resources

To all faculty, residents, and trainees—don’t miss out on the invaluable resources available through
membership in the Association of Women Surgeons (AWS)! If you have any questions or need assistance in

utilizing your benefits, feel free to reach out to the MSS Communications Committee.

Upcoming Opportuni t ies :

AWS
Benefits

Networking
Opportunities:

Connect with a global

community of  surgeons,
fostering collaboration

and mentorship.

Educational 
Resources:

Gain access to exclusive

webinars, workshops, and

publications to stay

informed on the latest

advancements.

Mentorship 
Programs:

Benefit from mentorship

opportunities that can

provide guidance and

support at every stage of

your career.

Career 
Development: 

Access resources aimed

at enhancing your

professional skills and

advancing your career in

surgery.

Faculty: AWS colleagues invite you to

join them as a member of the

Association of Women Surgeons.

Residents: All UCSF residents in the

Department of Surgery are

institutional members of AWS through

UCSF—we encourage you to fully

leverage the diverse range of

benefits AWS membership offers.

Medical Students: Medical students

are encouraged to join AWS for a fee

of $25—becoming a member will

provide multiple networking

opportunities for students at the AWS

conference taking place in SF later

this year!

AWS Membership :



Thanks for  reading!

MSS Communicat ions Committee:
Resident Leads: Alex is Col ley ,  Fernanda Romero-Hernandez

Medical  Student Lead: Al l ison Chang
Newsletter :  Grace Kloss ,  Faaizah Arshad
Social  Media:  Alex Lopes,  Rachel  Huynh

The Muriel Steele Society is an inclusive community dedicated to inspiring, supporting, and

promoting surgeons so they can thrive at all stages of their careers. We will be hosting events

throughout the year to foster a strong community of allies and to achieve the goal of continued

excellence at UCSF. Our overarching goal is to advocate for a culture of belonging that is focused

on expanding the advancement of all surgeons. All are welcome. 

For more information about the Muriel Steele Society, please visit our website.

Have an opportunity or event that you’d like to share with the MSS membership? Email us at

themurielsteelesociety@ucsf.edu.

Want to become more involved with the Muriel Steele Society? Email us at

themurielsteelesociety@ucsf.edu.
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I f  you have anything you would l ike to feature (art ic les ,  advice ,  work

photos /achievements ,  fami ly /personal  photos /achievements ,  etc )  in  th is  new sect ion

of  our newsletters ,  p lease send an emai l  to themurielsteelesociety@ucsf .edu .  

Ins tagram :  @MURIELSTEELESOCIETY_UCSF

https://murielsteelesociety.ucsf.edu/



